The icon for the campaign for Milton
Keynes' own hospital
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Development of the new city of Milton Keynes
started at the end of the 1960s but by the middle of
the 1970s there was still no local hospital. In the
1970s a campaign with the slogan ‘Milton Keynes is
Dying for a Hospital’ was led by local residents,
who erected a now infamous question mark on the
proposed site. The campaign resulted in a
commitment to build a hospital on the current site.

The hospital finally opened in September 1984
employing around 1,000 staff. The second phase was
added in 1992 and in 2009 an army of over 3,000
staff and 500 volunteers delivered care to patients.
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The first patient at Milton Keynes Hospital, 1984
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‘It is through the determination,
passion and hard work of our staff and
voluntary workforce that Milton Keynes
Hospital has improved, grown and
thrived over the years.’

Jill Rodney, Chief Executive, Milton Keynes
Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, 2009.
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