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The Awards are given annually, in remembrance of our late
Chair, Robert Excell, to highlight the best work completed by a
heritage organisation, society, or individual over the past year.

The Joint Commendation Award of £250 is made to North Crawley
Historical Society, to be used to fund further local heritage work.

Citation — the judges were impressed by the partnership working to
produce heritage signage for the benefit of all visitors to the village.

Award presented by Bill Griffiths - June 19" 2025, at Bradwell

Common Community Centre
MKHA

Milton Keynes Funded by ‘ﬂK T

Herttaga Asszcistion




North Crawley Historical Society Terry Smith

|
- HM Land Registry  Title number BM343978
Cricrank BHS min Ordnance Survey map reference SP9244NE
A TR VIS A Scale 1:1250 enlarged from 1:2500
Administrative area Milton Keynes
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North Crawley Historical Society

Terry Smith
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North Crawley Historical Society

Co-operative working

;’g North Crawley Parish Council

Decided on historic sign to coincide with the
250t Anniversary of the Enclosure of North

Crawley in 1773 ..... but
* Neither Society or Parish Council had funds
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North Crawley Historical Society

;’g North Crawley Parish Council

Decided on historic sign to coincide with the
250t Anniversary of the Enclosure of North

Crawley in 1773 ..... but
* Neither Society or Parish Council had funds

* Applied to MKHA and awarded £750 grant
but still insufficient but....

* Council VAT registered and able to leverage
costs + volunteer labour

MKHA

Milton Keynes Heritage Association

Terry Smith

=i Re3e3:
DV 46664
109036563

THERE ARE ALWAYS
“ WAYS AND MEANS” !




North Crawley Historical Society Terry Smith

AN (T

m1 North Crawley Parish Council

e

Re-use of previous artwork

(Copyright generously donated by
the original artist)
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North Crawley Historical Society FitzpatrickWoolmer

Panel size 594x420
Visual Area 569x385

\{ North Crawley Parish Council

Materials at cost and volunteer labour to
erect sign but.....

additional costs of planning permission
‘to erect an advertising sign’ had to be

covered b i
Stand Cost £1065

Planning charge £ 342
Sundry materials £ 20

MKHA Total £1427

Milton Keynes Heritage Association



North Crawley Historical Society Terry Smith

New text clearly
identifies the
history of the
patch of land
clearly as ‘The
Waste Ground’

MKHA

Milton Keynes Heritage Association

“THE HISTORIC CENTRE OF NORITH CRAWLEY"

The settlement in what is now North Crawley predates the Norman Conguest. In the Domesday Book dated 1086, the
village comsdsted of severnl hamlets - Herolfmede, Herulfmede and Heronldmede - all linked to Hardmead.

i1 meddieval fies, villagers had stiips of land oo three large open felds farmed in rofation - cereals. soots, and fallow,

The Waneis had demesne (owneis) land attached axl pockets left over were called - "Waste Grotnd™ wheie the poovest of
inhabitants could grow food, Tlus @ie m o wiich you are standmg. sill known as the Waste Ground. was alse part of an older bunial
gronnd where hman remains have been found, This square was used as a ponnd for cattle or sheep being diiven to and fiom markets
and the men conld lodge overnight, The Waste Ground is oow in village ownersibdp

-~ St Firmin's church is one of only three chirche s in Buckinghamshire mentioned in the Domesday Book.

| With your back to the church tvch gate on the leftis The Codk (probably 18® century). Across the road.
with the redbrick front and gable, was The Castle public house which hasinternal features dating
from 16* century. but with new fronts.

The Cock hosted the last Manorial Comet held by the Earl of Exeter and The Castle hosted ofher Manorial
Court meebngs. In 1772, parhament ended the three- field svatem in Morth Crawley after some= BO0 years and
e enclosure award of 1773 allocated land to individual villagers according to thedr open feld plot holdings,

The Wat Memmonial was erected in 1920 by public subscriphi ot The house with the | aige stone dhigmmey oo the mght
(Charity Cottage) was onee pard of a pair of *Feoffee” hovses held in trogt as & type of alins honse,
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North Crawley Historical Society

The board describes the historic centre of
North Crawley and the surrounding
buildings of the ‘Waste Ground’
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Robert Excell
Heritage Award

North Crawley Historical Society ﬁ "

Historical Society
Chairman John
Brandon gave a
short speech before
Christine Stapleton
the NCHS Secretary
unveiled the project
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